
8th Grade English/Language Arts Syllabus  

 

Mrs. E. Hill 

Contact: 478-472-7045  

478-244-2013 

Email: ehill@macon.k12.ga.us 

  

  

Macon County Middle School  

2019-2020 

 

Welcome to Mrs. Hill’s 8th Grade English Language Arts Class. I look forward to an exciting 

year with you as we learn together and embrace educational excellence.  In this class, you will 

study English Language Arts through various literary texts and writing acquisition.  Your efforts 

and attitude will secure your success.  You can relax, you are going to have a great year in this 

class.       

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: The Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) are designed to 

provide students with the knowledge and skills for proficiency in 8th grade English Language 

Arts through rigor.  The GSE address the expanding interests and needs of the middle school 

student through high expectations in the areas of independent reading, literature, reading for 

information, writing across the curriculum, inquiry, and listening and speaking, all supported by 

technology.  The overall result of mastery in these areas should be the ability to apply the 

knowledge and skills to problems and situations that promote creative and critical thinking.  

Eighth grade level ELA consists of the following areas of study: literary comprehension, 

information and media literacy, reading skills and vocabulary acquisition, grammar and sentence 

construction, research, and informational and argumentative writing processes. 

 

****MATERIALS NEEDED FOR CLASS DAILY: You must bring assignments, a 2-inch 

binder 2 composition notebooks, colored pencils, sharpeners, pencils and pens (black and blue), 

an eraser, and flash drive with you to class each day.****  

 

READING LIST: The 8th Grade Reading List includes novels, short stories, poems, and essays. 

All students are expected to read independently on a daily basis. The novel is Nothing but the 

Truth by Avi.  

 

WRITING: Numerous writing assignments will be completed throughout the year including 

daily writing assignments in your journals.  All book writing assignments must be typed and 

printed out to be turned in by the DUE DATE.  



Late papers will receive a letter grade (10-point deduction) reduction unless prior 

permission has been given due to extenuating circumstances. 

 

HOMEWORK:   

You should spend at least 30 minutes reading each night.  Homework will be assigned 3 times a 

week. Homework is assigned to help further your understanding on the classwork. I cannot stress 

how important it is for you to always turn in quality work!  Put every effort into all of your 

assignments.  If your work is unsatisfactory, you will not receive credit for the assignment. All 

homework will be turned in at the beginning of each class. 

  

Missing assignments will be handled in the following sequence: 

• Verbal warning (late assignments receives a 10pt. deduction every day it’s late). 

• Teacher/parent discussion initiated and documented by the teacher.  

 

ABSENTEEISM: 

I cannot stress how important it is for you to attend class each day but if you are absent one day, 

you must pick up any missed work for the absent folder and have it turned in by the next class 

day.  

  

GRADES WEIGHTS:        

        Grades Equivalence: 

Summative = 35%                                            A= 90-100 

Quizzes= 40%                  B= 80-78  

Class work =20%                C= 70-79 

Homework =5%                                                            F= Below 79 

 

All students not receiving a passing grade on any test or quiz will be given the opportunity to 

attend an after school remediation for additional help before being retested.  

 

BEHAVIOR:  

Coming to school prepared to learn also means coming with the best possible attitude. Your 

attitude is great indicator of your success in life. Therefore, you should come to school each day 

on your best behavior. This means no disrespectful attitude or words towards the teacher, fellow 

students or any school staff member. Be appropriately dressed. Follow all classroom rules. Bring 

supplies each day. Any violation will result in immediate disciplinary action. Mrs. Hill reserves 

to right to add any additional rules to the classroom list.  Cheating will not be tolerated this 

includes copying another student’s work, copying and pasting from Google and plagiarism. 

 

 

 



Mrs. Hill’s Classroom Rules 
  

Be respectful to everyone in the classroom. 

Absolutely no eating or drinking in the class.  

Do not place your head on your desk. 

Turn in all homework at the beginning of the class. 

Raise your hand before speaking.  

Sharpen all pencils at the beginning of class not during.  

Save all trash for the end of class.  

Remain in the seat assigned to you for the duration of the class.  

 

Please read the class information, sign and return this sheet to 

Mrs. Hill. 
 

Student:  

Please sign below to signify that you have read the class syllabus, will keep it in your folder, and 

will be responsible for the information throughout the year. 

 

 
Student printed name      Student signature  

 

Parent:  

Please sign below to indicate that you have read the class syllabus and that you will help your 

student be accountable for the information. If you have any questions about the class or your 

student’s work, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

 

 

 
Parent printed name     Parent signature  

 

 

 
Parent email      Parent phone number  

(please print) 

 

 

 



Parents the eighth grade workload is very rigorous and requires a lot of essay writing. It is very 

important that your child comes to school daily and comes prepared. Each student will also need 

to bring a flash drive to school with them. This flash drive must be unopened and will remain in 

the classroom for the duration of the year. Also a lot of the homework and writing assignments 

require students to have computer access. Please take a minute to fill out the information below. 

Thank you  

 

Computer Access 

 

The student has access to a computer at home.  

The student has internet access at home.  

 

Remind 101  

 

The Remind 101 app can be downloaded to any phone or tablet and will allow you to 

receive notifications about homework, tests and other important class information.  

 

Second Period @9bc844 

Third Period   @kbcgba 

Fifth Period @b3792a 

Sixth Period @f27aac 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


